
God (Jesus) put on skin so as a man He could be our blood sacrifice.
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Aaron Michael Rodriguez –  Another Changed Life!
I grew up in Des Moines with parents who 

services at a local church and Wednesday 
Bible studies with the other kids at a private 

worse my father dealt meth as he was 
teaching Bible studies to the children at the 
church.  We would take family trips to 
Mexico yearly and I remember him telling 

us to act as if we were sleeping when we crossed the borders.  

made me very resistant with my stance on faith even though I 

liked church and felt love for God. As one of the only Hispanic kids 
in my school I was picked on and beaten up a lot.  I began to strike 
back with violence, and started carrying weapons.  I realized that if 
I was the aggressor people would leave me alone, and they did.  In 
searching for relief I found it in drugs, partying and by being wild.  

weapon.  I was selling meth on a larger scale and main lining it 

The 2017 Banquet in review
May hearts be gripped with the 
urgency of our Lord’s mandate to go 

prison.  You are vital to what God 
desires to do in and through us every 

awesome job of rounding up friends, family and colleagues to 
come.  You really missed out if you weren’t there.  Each of the 
thirty eight tables had either a former inmate who came to 

treatment at the downtown Des 

woman who introduced herself as 
the mother of a present inmate.  I 
have her son in a weekly Bible study. 

ministry is all about. She gave me the biggest hug, and said with 

from his mother.”  She and her husband had been praying years 

growth, and understanding of Biblical truth.  He has peace, and 

get their sons or daughters free from the death grip of 



PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Fervent prayer needed for a former volunteer and Board 

member’s wife Carol Amerson who found out that a virus 
attacked her heart.  She only has 15% of the bottom of her 
heart functioning, and is very weak.

• Volunteer David Hamlin, wife Edna, and son Jason as they 
individually battle with cancer.  Pray for God’s healing touch 
for each of them.  David has remained faithful to serve at the 
Jail as he goes through this time. 

• Continued spiritual growth for the inmates who recently 
came to Christ.

• Pray for full and speedy recovery for Asst. John Shelley as he 
had a second total knee replacement on October 16.  His 
other knee was replaced four years ago.  It was a sudden 
surgery due to terrible pain and deterioration. Keep praying 
for healing for both of his shoulders as well as ongoing sleep 
depravation 

• Volunteer Bible studies will have greater attendance, and a 
hunger for the things of God. 

• Every 90 days the Jail population turns over so there are 
challenges to building a Bible study.  Pray that the Holy Spirit 
creates an interest in the Word of God. He will bring 
brokenness in the attender’s hearts and a need for a 
relationship with Him.

• Prayer for volunteers as they are attacked in their personal 
lives because of the ministry.  That they would daily put on 
the armor of God (Eph. 6:10-18).

• Greater influence with the Sheriff’s staff as we interact with 
them. 

• Safety for our public servants the Detention Officers in the 
Jail, and those Deputies out on patrol as they drive our 
highways.

• Lots of over time for Jail staff.  Pray for their safety, stress and 
morale to stay positive.

• Pray for the dispatchers as they deal with their daily 
emergency calls of distress and crisis.  Thank God for these 
first responders to our 911 calls.

• Patience and strength as our law enforcement officers take 
daily criticisms and pressure, which puts a lot of stress upon 
them due to the growing lack of respect for authority. 

• Prayer for former inmate believers who are daily seeking God 
in their endeavors. 

• More inmate lead Bible studies would begin in each pod.  
Those who are disciples will see their personal responsibility 
to witness, and lead others to Christ.  More inmates would 
then respond to the Gospel because of them. 

• A greater number will awaken to watch Sunday services at 
10:00 A.M.

PRAYER REQUESTS: (Continued)
• More and more local churches will participate in this 

incredible ministry prayerfully, and financially.  

• God will move on hearts of family members at 
home.  That they too would understand the Gospel, 
and receive the LORD as their Savior.   

• Those who have gone off to prison will stay faithful 
to read God’s Word daily, and be active in sharing 
their faith.

ANSWERS:
• Thanking the Lord for the turnout at the Banquet and 

the resources that were given.  The speaker and songs 
really ministered to all of us who attended.         

• John and I can tell that you all are praying as it seems 
everywhere we go in the Jail hearts are primed for a 
God experience.

• Thanking God every day for the special gift Asst. John 
Shelley is in my life and to the ministry. 

• So many are coming to know the Lord!!  What a huge 
harvest of souls God is giving!

• Edna Hamlin only has a tiny spot of the cancer 
remaining, treatable with radiation! PTL!

MOST WANTED:
• Need 2500 stamps for the annual Christmas card give 

away December 1st & 2nd.  It is only a month away!  
We need them by Nov. 25th, please.  

• Men’s coats and shoes only.

Ministry Monthly Report: 
October 2017                                                              Monthly:   Ytd:
Inmate Request:      426 4,559
One-on-One inmate counseling:      731 7,548
Religious reading materials given:      990 8,852
Bible Study groups:        92    921
Inmates involved with studies:        1,013        10,539
View Worship Service:      314 3,398 
Volunteer Hours:      288 2,726
Number of Volunteers:        30     297
Bibles given:      427 3,948
Number of New Believers:        58    500

                                                       I felt like I must also die and be raised 
back to life and that is exactly what happened!!  I have to admit 
that when I got out, the world pulled me right back to where I left 
off, however, I had an encounter in the Jail with Jesus and He did 
not intend to let me go this time. Two months later I was arrested 
once more for carrying drugs into the Salvation Army.  This time 
someone gave me a Bible and for the first time in my life a light 
went on as I read a verse from the book of James.  God spoke to 
me!  I was sent to the Ft. Des Moines Correctional Facility and 
began to spread His Word. In spite of counselor’s objections I stood 
before 70 men, told them about the love of Jesus Christ and His 
saving power!   I went back to the Salvation Army to apologize and 
tell them of my encounter with the Risen Lord. It affected the 

program director so deeply that he asked me to come back to give 
my testimony, and then also to preach on a Sunday. God has 
continued to work miracles!  I teach Christian Living Class every 
Monday night, serve as the Human Resources Coordinator, and 
have also been asked to be the House Chaplain, a role I still fill to 
this very day.  I am not perfect and far to grow, we all do; however, I 
am far from where I used to be.  Today, I am married, I am a father, 
and I am a son of the God Most High!
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  Please help support

Here is another changed life made 
possible by faithful partners like you! 

(Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.  THANK YOU!)  

YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS AFFORD THIS MINISTRY CONTINUED GROWTH AND IMPACT IN THE LIVES OF THE INCARCERATED AND THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF.  


