
Trials won’t define, limit, or destroy God’s plan for us, 
because Jesus’ resurrection has given us eternal victory!

  

 Tip of the Month : 
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 Another Changed Life!
William Cook was born December 8, 
1981 in Des Moines.  Growing up, 
William was a difficult child but did well 
in school.  Before his sophomore year of 
high school, Will got into trouble and 
was sent to Woodward Academy.  A 
three month program turned into nine 
months.  A�er that he played football, 
soccer, and wrestled at North High, and 
graduated in 2000.  During his junior 
year he started smoking pot, and 
dropped most ac�vi�es in his senior 

year.  A�er gradua�ng, life spiraled down.  Will got into trouble and 
made his life difficult with poor decisions.  Around age 25 he 

straightened up and star�ng working at O’Reilly’s warehouse for 
3-4 years.  He had planned on working there the rest of his life, but 
his bad a�tude got him fired.  The next year was a booze filled 
blur.  A tree service job followed, and Will developed a be�er work 
ethic.  The business went under a�er he’d been there 3 years.  Will 
then spiraled out of control first drinking and then using.  He went 
to prison in 2015 for arson, eight months prior to that he was saved 
at the Polk Co. Jail.  When Will arrived at the Jail he had nowhere 
else to turn but the Bible.  He read the Gospels ten or more �mes 
and got connected to the Chaplain.  A spiritual fire was lit and the 
fire hasn’t gone down yet!  Christ kept him from falling in with the 
wrong crowd during a 20 month prison sentence.
Will was paroled to Hope Ministries in March of last year. 
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The currents of this world are strong to take them under.

Celebrating the life of 
John Lundstrom - 1929-2018

William Cook –

Thank you for partnering with us in this eternal work of God.  
Through your resolute and faithful prayers we are watching the 
tearing down of strong holds in lives all over the Jail.  You’re 
doing spiritual warfare on our behalf which makes you 
invaluable.  It is by your faithful prayers and sacrificial giving 
that I am able to con�nue with my calling as a missionary.  I am 
solely supported through charitable giving, and don’t receive 
any state, county, or city money.  We are a 501-3c nonprofit 
ministry. Thank you again for your role in spreading the Gospel 
through this great and unique ministry!    
Many of my discussions with returning inmates to the Jail are 
centered on the influences that took them back to their 

addic�ons.  O�en the excuse is some unexpected crisis, a 
friend or loved one’s death, the prolonged pressure of 
responsibili�es, dynamics with family, debt, job problems, long 
hours, and transporta�on issues to name some. They didn’t 
see any hope or way to get out from under the strain.  Plus 
they are truly feeling all the stress during this clean �me, and 
they aren’t used to the normal feelings that could produce 
character and growth.  The natural way for them to handle all 
of this is to go back to what they know and is their normal; 
using alcohol or drugs to numb their problems away. Staying in 
God’s Word and ge�ng involved in a local church didn’t fit into 
their daily or weekly disciplines either.       

John Lundstrom be�er known as “Swede” passed away June 
11, 2018 at the age of 89 due to conges�ve heart failure.  He 
was a very dependable volunteer at the Polk County Jail 
Ministry since 1995, and served for over 20 years.  On Thurs-
day nights John took the book cart and distributed donated 
Chris�an paperback books and Bibles to the men who wanted 
to read them.  I can only image how many countless lives he 
impacted by his faithfulness to sow the seeds of God’s Word, 
and to engage in meaningful gospel conversa�ons.  John didn’t 
let his age or the fact that he couldn’t drive stop him from 
coming into the Jail.  He simply was a man with no excuses.  

John was an ac�ve Gideon 
for many years, and also 
faithfully served on the PC 
Jail Ministry Board.  He 
wanted to make a difference 
with his life, and serve any 
way he could.  John poured 
himself into eternal things 
that truly did make a differ-
ence.  He was a servant we 
will sorely miss.  We thank 
the LORD for leading John 

here, and for the �reless work he did for the Kingdom.  John 
Lundstrom was an example to us all of faith and faithfulness in 
service to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!



PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Please pray as we need wisdom to respond to the requests that 

come in from inmates for counseling, for conversations about 
the Lord Jesus, to do death notifications, and administrative 
duties.  Also that the power of the Holy Spirit would be upon 
our lives.   

• July 1 our new Asst. Chaplain will begin which I’ll announce 
formally in our July newsletter.  Please pray as he learns and 
transitions into the Jail ministry. There are lots of details and a 
huge learning curve.         

• Continued prayer for volunteer David Hamlin, his wife Edna, 
and son Jason all battling with cancer.  David is so faithful to 
serve the ministry doing weekly one on one’s and being a 
Board member.  

• Volunteer Terrie Bishop has served so diligently and faithfully 
the last 14 years and is stepping down from her duties the end 
of December 2018.  What a huge void to fill, so please pray 
fervently for a new secretary to the Chaplain 9 to 12 hours a 
week over three days.  

• God will use our ministry presence within the Jail population, 
and the Sheriff’s office staff to touch lives with the Gospel and 
God’s amazing love. 

• Safety for our public servants the Detention Officers in the Jail, 
and those Deputies out on patrol.

• In the Jail pray for brokenness, open hearts to hear and 
respond to the Gospel that would produce repentant lives.   

• Inmate led Bible studies would have a profound effect on the 
overall atmosphere of the pods and resonate with those who 
are skeptical about the gospel. 

• Prayer for an increase of viewers for the Sunday services at 
10:00 A.M. in the pods.  More would awaken to watch and the 
detention officers would see the benefits to the inmates. 

• The inmates who have gone off to prisons would stay faithful to 
Jesus Christ, the daily reading of His Word, and be active in 
sharing their faith. 

• As well inmates who return to the streets would stay faithful to 
their new commitments to the Lord, read their Bibles, and 
attend a local church.  Pray they’ll make good choices and have 
protection from the Lord as the enemy brings temptations and 
negative influences.  

• Churches across Des Moines/Central Iowa would open their 
doors and hearts to help them get grounded, and grow in their 
faith. 

• God will raise up more prayer warriors, and financial partners 
to come along side in this great work of God.

• Prayer against the forces of darkness and principalities that 
would blind and deceive the hearers. 

• That there would be a huge visible difference between the 
darkness and light as inmates stand back and watch.  

• The favor of God on this ministry. 
• Prepared and called volunteers to partner with us at the Jail 
   to teach Bible studies.

ANSWERS:
• God provided anew Asst. Chaplain to begin July 1st!!  
• A hunger and thirst for the things of God.  
• A noticeable increase over all in attendance at volunteer 

led Bible studies to promote discipleship.
• Thankful for God’s intervention for those on track to 

self-destruction.  In essence God rescued rather than 
arrested them.   

• Evidence of the Holy Spirit’s power with so many new 
salvations, amazing!!!!!!

MOST WANTED:
• Contemporary English and Spanish Bibles, $158.00 will 

buy two cases the third case is free.
• Any of CS Lewis, Tony Evans, also any of Watchman Knee 

books (all paperback). 

Ministry Monthly Report: 
June 2018                                                              Monthly:   Ytd:
Inmate Request:      304 2,394
One-on-One inmate counseling:      682 3,949
Religious reading materials given:      586 4,263
Bible Study groups:        85   503
Inmates involved with studies:       995 6,321
View Worship Service:      293 1,672 
Volunteer Hours:      250 1,418
Number of Volunteers:        28    167
Bibles given:      355 2,033

Number of New Believers:        47    265

                                                     
He was on fire for the Lord, but didn’t know how to love people yet.  
He’s been learning how to be a Christian in the last year.   At the 
Door of Faith his biggest struggle has been slowing down, and 
digesting the information taught there about life and spiritual 
matters.  He really enjoyed his Service & Skills work therapy position 
as a driver because it allowed him to talk to other residents in the 
van about the Lord.  Will has become a member of Glad Tidings 
Assembly of God Church and he loves it there. They’ve welcomed 
Will with open arms and love him too. Will is currently working for 
Brad’s Collision Center and will be moving into supportive housing 
with two fellow graduates from the Door of Faith.  His goals include 

his own home someday and a family.  Will has been clean and sober 
for two years!
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  Please help support

Here is a changed life that represents 
the prayers and financial investments 
of faithful partners like you! 
         Thank you! - Chaplain Jerry

(Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.  THANK YOU!)  

YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS AFFORD THIS MINISTRY CONTINUED GROWTH AND IMPACT IN THE LIVES OF THE INCARCERATED AND THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF.  

Thus, they spiral downward and away from God and His 
objective truths. I think of it like a raging river.  Once they jump 
into the waters of the world’s corrupt system, at that moment 
the strong currents will take them quickly down steam to their 
destruction and demise.  I’m so thankful for God’s amazing 

grace to rescue and not arrest them.  He keeps many from 
certain death, and brings them here to the safety of the Polk 
County Jail.  Now they have an opportunity to hear and 
respond to the life-changing good news of the gospel.   AMEN!!             
    In His Service, 
    Chaplain Jerry 
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