
Compassion is understanding the troubles of others and reaching out.
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John Susin –  Another Changed Life
I grew up in small town Southern Iowa in 
a very broken home. I was taken away 

childhood, so I was forced to grow up 

weren’t present, so my sister Shelby 
raised me. A lot of my family members 
were in and out of jail and prison with 
drugs being the cause. I swore to myself 
I would never do drugs! I was totally 
against drugs all through high school. 

everything else, and had become the one thing I swore I’d never 
be!  By this point my life had spiraled out of control, and I found 
myself in jails and court rooms again and again.  I always managed 

Chaplain Jerry and send him into talk to me. I always dreaded this 
because I had already said my foxhole prayer, and thought I was 

enrolled in Bridges of Iowa.

While I was in Bridges I got news that my sister had hung herself. 

-
ing my heart.  Her death started me

Fishers of Men
on countless lives for Jesus Christ!  We appreciate, and thank 
God for your partnership with powerful prayers, and faithful 

o

God sized!  No one individual could begin to meet all the 

county. 

taken them.  As a result many have turned their lives over to 

Prayer Warrior and Board Member: Jerry Amerson
Jerry Amerson has 
been involved in the 
PCJail ministry for over 

monthly prayer group 

in his local church for 
Chaplain Jerry.  

Jerry and his wife Carol 

who pray over the 
needs of the ministry, and also the personal needs of 

given us tremendous blessings as we’ve prayed for the 
Jail ministry over the years.  We have seen hundreds of 
prayers answered, and souls saved!  Before prayer was a 

now see it as a privilege to witness our great God 
encourage, protect and expand the PCJail ministry for 
His glory”!  

Board three years ago, and serves as the Secretary for our 

to take us all Home!
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PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Continued prayer for a new Asst. Chaplain that God would be 

preparing him.  

• Prayer for a continued mutual working relationship with the 
Sheriff’s office as we are their privileged guests.

• God will use the ministry with the entire Jail population, and 
the Sheriff’s office staff to touch lives with the Gospel. 

• Volunteer David Hamlin continued healing of cancer from 
Agent Orange.  Also his wife Edna and son Jason who are 
dealing with cancer and need divine intervention.    

• God will keep our public servants the Detention Officers in the 
Jail, and Deputies out on patrol safe from harm’s way.  God will 
protect and sustain each one as they put in extra hours and 
deal with work related stress.  Also those in dispatch would 
have emotional strength in dealing with their job related stress. 

• Sunday services at 10:00 A.M. will be well attended, and a 
greater number of inmates wake up to watch.  The detention 
officers would realize the importance to inmates.

• The Christian inmates will daily exercise more self-discipline in 
their efforts to grow.  

• An awakening of local churches to participate in this incredible 
ministry prayerfully, and financially as a viable mission’s effort.  

• God will keep all the volunteers and me sensitive to divine 
appointments.

• Inmates who have gone off to prison will stay faithful to God’s 
Word, and be active in sharing their faith.

• Brokenness will be evident in new inmates to the Polk Co. Jail, 
and they’ll see their need for a relationship with Jesus Christ.   

• God will raise up more prayer warriors, and financial partners 
to come along side in this great work of God.

• Need daily prayer for spiritual oppositions that come against 
the ministry. 

• Protection and good health for the families of the volunteers 

• Jobs for released inmates who desire to stay faithful to God.

ANSWERS:
• We have witnessed strongholds broken and freedom 

beginning.

• God keeps bringing new individuals who are called to 
volunteer.

• Inmate led Bible studies and prayer groups are growing 
and many are responding to the Gospel.

• The amazing hunger and thirst for the Scriptures as it is 
being taught in each pod.  

• The power and presence of the Holy Spirit is so active 
    in lives.

MOST WANTED:
• Clothing closet needs:  All sizes of shoes for men.

Ministry Monthly Report: 
March 2018

                                                              Monthly:   Ytd:

Inmate Request:      377 1,269
One-on-One inmate counseling:      691 1,898
Religious reading materials given:      657 2,287
Bible Study groups:        80   234
Inmates involved with studies:       895 3,273
View Worship Service:      220    757 
Volunteer Hours:      268    721
Number of Volunteers:        29      80
Bibles given:      317    932

Number of New Believers:        70    138

                                                     
thinking about eternity.   I left Bridges of Iowa, and ran off to 
California; much like Jonah’s story.  It was short-lived as God 
intervened in the form of a cop during a routine traffic stop. I was 
extradited back to Iowa where my brother, of course, had Jerry 
meet me at Polk County again! That’s when Jerry gave me my first 
Gideon’s Bible (that I still have). I took it to prison, and that’s when I 
started really reading God’s Word, and praying!  God had to 
completely isolate me to show me He is the only Way! After being 
released from prison I was paroled to my brother’s home in 
Winterset, where I got plugged in with Redeemer Church. I really 
started to grow and joined a small group as well.  Now I love using 

my testimony, and my past struggles to give hope to others in 
similar situations I was in and in doing so giving glory to God! 
Looking back, I see God was at work the whole time!  My sister’s 
death was instrumental in my salvation.  The Polk County Jail 
Ministry, my brother CJ, and countless more people planted seeds 
throughout my whole life, though it took quite some time for those 
seeds to take root!

 Enclosed is my gift of:  $_____________             I am making a monthly committment of:  $_____________ 

Please trim along the dashed line and insert in the enclosed envelope with your gift.
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  Please help support

Here is another changed life made 
possible by faithful partners like you! 

(Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.  THANK YOU!)  

YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS AFFORD THIS MINISTRY CONTINUED GROWTH AND IMPACT IN THE LIVES OF THE INCARCERATED AND THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF.  

if anyone wanted a Bible.  Five men came right up, and waited 
in line to get one.  Two got their Bibles, left together, and ten 
minutes later came back.  They sat down across from me, and 
said they needed prayers for their families.  I asked if they had 
any spiritual background, which neither had any.  I told them if 
I had the cure for cancer I would be remiss not to tell them 
what it was.  So I shared the Gospel (the good news) of man’s 
incurable disease called sin that separates us from God.  But 
God sent His Son to redeem us through His shed blood, 

restoring us to a relationship with the Father!  They listened 
intently.  I asked if they wanted to receive this wonderful gift of 
eternal life.  They both shook their heads yes, it was such a 
divine moment.  I noticed half way through our discussion a 
third individual standing close by listening.  So when I prayed 
with the guys to repeat after me this man did as well.  All three 
began a new life with Christ that day!  Praise God!!  What a day 
of fishing for men!  Amen!!
    In His service, Chaplain Jerry 


