
Greetings! The window of opportunity is open now!! May your hearts 
be gripped with the urgency of our Lord’s mandate to go to the 
incarcerated in Jail or prison. You are the vital link to what God desires 
to do in and through us every day. Our collective efforts as partners 
are making a difference in countless lives!! 
Thank you for your powerful effective prayers 
and financial gifts that allow this ministry to 
flourish, and accomplish what Jesus 
commanded in the great commission. Let’s 
fight together for the last wandering soul that 
finds him or herself at the PCJ, and to support 
the relentless efforts of our Deputies, 
Dispatchers, Correction Officers and other 
Sheriff’s Office staff.

On October 1st we had our Banquet/Fundrais-
er at Grace Church. The theme this year was 
The God of Light Brings Light to the Blind. 
“The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who 
are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.” Ps. 146:8 It was an 
incredible night as we enjoyed a delicious meal prepared by our cook 
and his helpers. Thanks to everyone who had a hand in serving at 
this event. Our youth pantomime group Souled Out performed the 
song Dry Bones. It beautifully depicted someone coming to life that’d 
been spiritually dead. Six former inmates gave videotaped testimo-
nies of God’s amazing work in their lives. They all have been radically 
saved and changed for His glory! We honored Board treasurer Paul 
Womack who is retiring after 20 years of faithful service. Paul 

deserves thanks for a job well done! The guest speaker, Geoffrey 
Johnson is one of our own. He’s been a volunteer at the Jail for the 
last 3 years. Geoff is a former drug dealer /felon who distributes 
Christian books with the book cart ministry on Tuesday nights. His 
incredible testimony had everyone spell bound. What God has done 
with his life is nothing short of a miracle! He’s been transformed from 
a dope dealer to a hope dealer!! I believe it was probably our best 

banquet event ever! 

Earlier that same afternoon I had a divine 
appointment with an inmate from the past and 
his wife at Walmart. He addressed me as 
Chaplain, told about his struggles, his wife’s 
need for kidney dialysis, and thought he’d soon 
be back in Jail. They needed encouragement 
and a good dose of love. I excitingly invited 
them to come that night to the Banquet, and 
they did! I greeted them with a big hug, and 
gave an invitation to sit at our table. A week ago 
this same young man wanted a Bible. Yes, he 
was back in Jail. He told me his addiction was 

getting the best of him and that he needed to receive Christ to be set 
free. The seeds that were sown the night of the banquet through all 
the testimonies set the stage for this moment, and he received Jesus 
Christ as his Lord and Savior!

Jesus is opening the eyes of the blind here at the PCJ. Thank you for 
being a part of something bigger than yourself. Through powerful 
prayers and financial gifts you too are playing a key role in helping 
someone else understand their plight. Praise to the God of Light who 
brings His Light to the blind!! Amen!!   - In His Service, Chaplain Jerry

Tip of the Month:
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 Another changed life!
I was raised in a Christian home with 
parents who taught us to be good, 
productive members of society. I was 
raised in the church and knew that 
Jesus had died so that my sins would be 
forgiven, but I didn’t have a relationship 
with Him or even know how to build a 
solid foundation in Him. I was talking 
the talk of a Christian but not walking 

the walk. Everything came apart when my 10 y/o daughter confided 
she’d been sexually abused. I quickly fell into a major depression 
from the feelings of shame and guilt for not preventing this from 
happening to my own daughter. I believed I was not worthy to be the 
mother of my 6 children who meant everything and were my entire 
world. I stayed in bed for a year suffering from depression. I was 

injured in an accident and quickly became addicted to prescription 
pain pills. They numbed the pain that had been consuming me. I 
soon was a full-fledged addict and went to the streets to find my next 
fix. I walked away from everything that ever mattered to me. I lost 
my 6 children to the system and eventually to adoption. My career as 
a bank manager, homes, businesses, marriage and my family no 
longer existed.  Satan had control. I put myself in some of the most 
dangerous situations, and injected drugs of any sort including heroin 
to escape the misery that had taken over my once happy and fulfilled 
life. I wanted to die.  During those years of addiction I landed in jail 
on many occasions, and had encounters with Chaplain Jerry. I 
blamed God for all the things that happened to my family and me, so 
I didn’t care much about what he said. Every week some women 
came to bring hope and encouragement that we were not alone. 
God did have a plan for us ... to give us life, a life of abundance. 
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It is not that you have gotten God, but that He has gotten you. - Oswald Chambers



PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Prayer for volunteer Jim Bagbey’s wife Ruth who’s battling with 

lung cancer.  She recently had a successful surgery to remove the 
cancer.    

• Volunteer and Board member David Hamlin, wife Edna, and son 
Jason as they individually battle with cancer.  Pray for God’s 
healing touch for each of them.  David has remained faithful to 
serve at the Jail and on the Board as he goes through this time.  

• Board member Bud Krisinger who has a rare form of leukemia 
and is taking chemo therapy.  He also has chronic back pain from 
disk problems.  

• Spiritual growth for the inmates who recently came to Christ. 
• Continued prayer for a new asst. Chaplain called of God and 

prepared to serve. 
• All Bible studies will have greater attendance, and hunger for the 

things of God.  
• Prayer for volunteers as they are attacked in their personal lives 

because of the ministry.  That they would daily put on the armor 
of God (Eph. 6:10-18). 

• Greater influence with the Sheriff’s staff as we interact with 
them.  

• Safety for our public servants the Detention Officers in the Jail, 
and those Deputies out on patrol as they drive our highways. 

• Pray for the dispatchers as they deal with their daily emergency 
calls of distress and crisis. Thank God for these first responders to 
our 911 calls. 

• Prayer for former inmate believers who are daily seeking God in 
their endeavors.  

• More inmate lead Bible studies would begin in each pod. Those 
who are disciples will see their personal responsibility to witness, 
and lead others to Christ. More inmates would then respond to 
the Gospel because of them.  

• That God would raise up called workers (volunteers) for the 
harvest field here at the Jail. 

• A greater number will watch Sunday services at 10:00 A.M.    
• More and more local churches will participate in this incredible 

ministry prayerfully, and financially as a viable mission’s effort.   
• Those who have gone off to prison will stay faithful to read God’s 

Word daily, and be active in sharing their faith. 
• Prayer for those released to have the self-discipline to pursue 

being in a Bible believing local church where they will use their 
spiritual gifts for God’s glory. They will find love and acceptance 
from the Body of Christ. 

• Strongholds to be broken, generational sins would be confessed 
and forsaken.     

• God will raise up more prayer warriors, and financial partners to 
come along side in this great work of God.

PRAYER REQUESTS: (cont.)
• Pray for the annual Christmas event (a month away) carols, 

pop, popcorn and two stamped Christmas cards to each 
inmate at the Jail. Pray that God supplies the 2500 stamps 
and that the Holy Spirit touches lives through this life 
changing two night event. 

• Pray that God softens the hardest of hearts.

ANSWERS:
• Thanking the Lord for the turnout at the Banquet even 

though the weather was bad and for the resources that were 
given. The speakers, drama, and songs really ministered to all 
of us who attended.         

• I can tell that you all are praying as it seems everywhere we 
go in the Jail hearts are receptive and open to the Lord..

• So many are coming to know the Lord!! What a huge harvest 
of souls God is giving!

• Many have been watching Sunday services.
• Praise God that so many friends and family members are 

coming to Christ!

MOST WANTED:
• Need 2500 stamps for the annual Christmas card give away 

Dec. 6th & Dec. 7th. It is only a month away! We need them 
by Nov. 25th, please. This is one of the huge highlights of 
the year! You can participate with us through your prayers 
and by giving stamps. God uses this event to soften hearts 
and change lives!!!

• Spanish Christian paperback books.
• Men’s shoes and coats. 

Ministry Monthly Report: 
October
                                                              Monthly: Ytd:

Inmate Request:      505       4,929
One-on-One inmate counseling:   1,020       9,088
Religious reading materials given:      713       7,523
Bible Study groups:       102 963
Inmates involved with studies:   1,059    10,478
View Worship Service:      411       4,333 
Volunteer Hours:      279       2,622
Number of Volunteers:        26 260
Bibles given:      465       4,443
Number of New Believers:        48 444
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YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS AFFORD THIS MINISTRY CONTINUED GROWTH AND IMPACT IN THE LIVES OF THE 
INCARCERATED AND THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF.  

He created, knows, and gave His life for us. 
He forgives and we can forgive ourselves. These women gave their time 
and hearts genuinely to us. I came to believe that I was worth so much 
more than I was allowing for and that His plan is greater than mine. It was 
through my struggle that I found strength, His strength.  I did not realize 
how He had His hand on my life for many years, even before my addic-
tion and fall had begun. It started to become clear to me how He had 
been working things out for the good of us all from the very beginning. 
I can say today that I have accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord. 
I’ve been healed of my addiction and clean from opiates for over 2 years 
now. I have an excellent job, a brand-new car and have recently been 
asked to become the house mom at one of the Houses of Grace - 
Christian based sober living homes for women. I attend and am actively 
involved in an amazing church, Christian Life Assembly. I attend a Bible   Please help support

Here is another changed life made 
possible by faithful partners like you! 

study with Denise, who was one of my biggest supporters when I 
was in jail as she came in to do studies. I had a chaplain assistant 
come into the pod regularly that would meet one on one and pray 
for me in 2012. Her name is Shelly Law and God reunited us several 
months ago at Christian life Assembly where we both now attend.  If 
it wasn’t for the volunteers and staff of the Polk County Jail Ministry 
I’d not be living for the Lord today. I thank them so much for helping 
me when I believed my life wasn’t worth saving.


